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Clear Creek Communications 
Awarded 6.9M from USDA 
ReConnect 3 Loan for Fiber 
Optic Internet Project  

 
Clear Creek Communications is pleased to announce it has been awarded a 
$6.9 million low-interest loan from the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s Rural Utility Services ReConnect Program Round 3. These funds 
will allow the local Internet Service Provider (ISP) to deliver cutting-edge fiber 
optic broadband service to the greater Redland community.   
 
The loan lays the foundation for the first phase of crucial broadband infrastructure 
upgrades for the 116-year-old cooperative. This new system will deliver internet 
speeds up to 2 Gigabits (2,000 Megabits per second) through dedicated Fiber to 
the Home connections. The project area for this initial phase consists of about 
500 homes in the rural portion of Clear Creek’s service area in the greater 
Springwater Corridor just west of the Clackamas River. To view the area map, go 
to: https://bit.ly/3sw83YX.    
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“This project will start to add Redland members to the national 
fiber footprint,” said Clear Creek Communications President, 
Jay Henke. “It will also better support the growing number of 
internet-connected devices the 
average subscriber has in their 
home today like smartphones, 
tablets, gaming systems, health 
trackers and doorbell cameras.”  
 
A press event with a group of 
local, regional, and national  
dignitaries met at the Clear Creek 
Communications office in Redland 
on October 11th to celebrate  
the award and collaborate on 
broadband initiatives. Participants included Deputy Secretary 
of Agriculture, Dr. Jewel Bronaugh, and State of Oregon 
Senator, Ron Wyden.  
 
“You cannot have big league quality of life with little league 
communications systems,” said State of Oregon Senator, Ron 
Wyden. “And what we’re talking about today is again the 
effort to make sure that modern communications – that we 
need for our healthcare, for education, for jobs, and above all 
for public safety – get into every nook and cranny of the state.”  
 
Engineering for the fiber project is expected to begin late this year 
with the first phase of member installations occurring in 2023. It 
is anticipated to take 3 years to convert all 500 addresses in this 
initial undertaking. The company claims that this is the first of 
many fiber upgrades planned for its service area. Fiber  
connections, especially in more rural areas like Redland, 
establish a future-proof connection that will help to bridge the 
digital divide, keep jobs local, stimulate the local economy, 
and allow more working and learning from home. These 
speeds will delight at-home business owners with file transfer 
time, thrill online gamers with very low latency and high 
upstream bandwidth, rock music enthusiasts with more 
downloads per minute, and amaze video conferencing and 
web cam users with its high-end streaming ability. 

 
"This is a game-changer and an investment,” said Deputy 
Secretary of Agriculture, Dr. Jewel Bronaugh. “Realizing more 
is needed, this is a great start. This [program] is going to help 
with opportunities such as high-paying jobs, expansion of 
businesses, educational opportunities, healthcare, and new 
economic markets. We are excited about this commitment we 
are making to rural America.”  
 
About Fiber Optic Technology  
Fiber optics are the pinnacle of high-speed broadband  
technology. It provides exponentially faster download and 
upload speeds and a more reliable connection than traditional 
copper or coaxial cable lines. As the number of connected 
devices per person continues to increase, the need for quality, 
reliable internet service has never been greater yet only 43 
percent of US homes currently have access to this technology.  
 
      • Fiber networks are buried rather than aerial, making  
         them far less susceptible to inclement weather.  

      • Fiber is highly reliable, so downtime is rare.  

      • Fiber can carry up to 20,000 times more content than  
         a copper cable. For example, one copper cable can  
         accommodate 50 telephone calls while one fiber  
         strand can accommodate 1,000,000 telephone calls.  

      • Fiber offers faster download speeds. A 4 GB Ultra HD  
         movie will download in 11 minutes, 37 seconds on a  
         50 Mbps connection, but just 34 seconds on a 1 Gbps  
         connection.  

      • Fiber installed directly into a subscriber’s home can  
         increase the property value by more than 3-percent,  
         according to the Fiber Broadband Association.  
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Need Assistance?  
Member Services: (503) 631-2101 
Repair Service: (503) 631-2345

Fiber Demonstration 
with Deputy Secretary of 

Agriculture, Dr. Jewel 
Bronaugh and Daniel 
Holbrook, Broadband 

Manager, Oregon 
Broadband Office
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      • Fiber connections attract and retain talented workers to the area  
         and reduce the local carbon footprint as working from home  
         results in fewer commutes.  

      • Fiber assists local commerce and businesses with seamless  
         payments, options for customer WiFi, and reliable connections for  
         employees. 
 
Funding Source 
The ReConnect Program is an innovative program that offers unique federal 
financing and funding options in the form of grants, loans, and combinations 
of the two to facilitate broadband deployment in areas of rural America 
that currently lack sufficient access to quality internet. Priority was awarded 
for projects that propose to deliver higher capacity connections to rural 
homes, businesses, and farms in severely underserved areas of the nation. 
Additional information regarding the ReConnect Program can be found at 
www.USDA.gov/ReConnect.  

Clear Creek Will 
Award Two $2,500 
Scholarships in 
2023! 
 
Clear Creek Communications continues its 
commitment to higher education by supporting 
local students with college scholarships. In 2023, 
two deserving students will each receive a 
$2,500 scholarship from Clear Creek.  
 
To be eligible, applicants must be a member 
or immediate family member residing in the 
member's home. Students must be a high 
school senior maintaining at least a ‘B’ average 
over the last three quarters or two semesters. 
Scholarship recipients are limited to one award 
and must attend a college certified by the 
Northwest Accreditation Association, another 
regional accreditation association, or the 
National Association of Trade and Technical 
Schools. The Board will appoint a volunteer 
selection committee to determine the awards, 
which will be presented at the Clear Creek’s 
Annual Meeting on April 27, 2023, at the 
Redland Grange Hall.  
 
The applications are available at our website 
ccmtc.com and must be postmarked or 
received by Monday, February 27, 2023, to 
be considered. For additional information, 
please call Patty Terhune at (503) 631-2101.  
 
Another scholarship opportunity available for 
Clear Creek members is through the 
Foundation for Rural Service. The Foundation 
for Rural Service is a nonprofit organization 
based in Arlington, VA., that serves rural  
communities across the United States. FRS 
believes that rural communities—regardless 
of their size or location—deserve the same 
connection to the world as do residents of urban 
areas. The Foundation is committed to providing 
the same opportunities for rural youth as those 
afforded to students in more urban areas. Part 
of that commitment is through their annual 
college scholarship program to help further 
higher education among rural youth.   
 
For information on both scholarship 
opportunities, visit the “About” section 
of our website at http://ccmtc.com.  

No One Should be Without 
Telephone and Internet 
Service  
Residents in our serving area whose income is at or below the current federal 
poverty level may be eligible for State or Federal sponsored programs that 
provide them with a reduction in their monthly telephone bill. Through the 
Oregon Telephone Assistance Program (OTAP) qualifying customers receive 
a reduced rate on their telephone service each month. Customers must 
provide a telephone and pay for any installation charges. If you or someone 
you know would like additional information on these programs, please 
contact the Oregon Public Utility Commission's Residential Service 
Protection Fund (RSPF) staff at (800) 848-4442 or write to Public Utility 
Commission of Oregon, RSPF, PO Box 2148, Salem, OR 97308-2148. 
 
The Affordable Connectivity Program (formerly known as the Emergency 
Broadband Benefit Program) is a Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) program that provides a temporary discount on monthly broadband 
bills for qualifying low-income households. If your household is eligible, 
you can receive a discount of up to $30 per month towards internet service. 
Eligible households can also receive a one-time discount of up to $100 to 
purchase a laptop, desktop computer, or tablet from participating 
providers if they contribute more than $10 and less than $50 toward the 
purchase price. To see if you are eligible for the Affordable Connectivity 
Program, and to apply, visit https://www.fcc.gov/acp.  Our member service 

representatives are also available to 
answer any questions.  Please call us 
at 503-631-2101. 
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Two positions on the Board of Directors for 
Clear Creek Communications will be up for 
election in 2023.  
 
These positions are for a three-year term. In accordance 
with company bylaws, the Board of Directors will 
appoint a committee to nominate candidates to run for 
the position. If you are interested in being nominated by 
the committee as a candidate for the position, contact 
Jay Henke at (503) 631-2101 or cs@clearcreek.coop. 
 
We will send you an information packet and application 
form explaining the qualifications, responsibilities and 
duties of a director.  Applications are due by end of 
business, Wednesday, February 8, 2023.


